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Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film was epitaxially grown on a �001� LaAlO3 substrate using single-target pulsed
laser deposition. The microstructure of the epitaxial film was investigated by conventional and
high-resolution transmission electron microscopy. Apart from dislocations and stacking faults, two
different kinds of antiphase boundaries, one being straight, and the other being zig-zagged, have
been observed. The formation mechanism of these antiphase boundaries is discussed.
© 2011 American Institute of Physics. �doi:10.1063/1.3562972�

Ferroelectric thin films including BaTiO3, SrTiO3, and
�Ba,Sr�TiO3 �BSTO� have received great attention because
of their potential applications for various functional
devices.1,2 Extensive research work has indicated that the
dielectric properties of epitaxial BSTO thin film strongly de-
pend on internal stress and defect structure.3–6 For BSTO
thin films grown on a single-crystalline substrate such as
LaAlO3, there is a lattice mismatch �about 3.8%� and differ-
ence in their thermal coefficients. These differences lead to
the formation of dislocations, stacking faults �SFs�, and an-
tiphase domains in the epitaxial film. These defects could
increase the dielectric loss and reduce the tuneability of the
film. Thus, it is necessary to carry out a comprehensive in-
vestigation of the defect structures in epitaxial BSTO films.

In epitaxial perovskite thin films, edge type threading or
misfit dislocations with a Burgers vector of b= �100� or �110�
have been observed.7–9 In addition, it has been found that the
misfit or threading dislocations can dissociate into partial
dislocations connected by a strip of SFs.9–11 However, for
BSTO /LaAlO3 system, only few experimental studies are
available concerning the mechanism of misfit accommoda-
tion and generation of microstructural defects.

In this paper, we report a detailed microstructure inves-
tigation of Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film epitaxially grown on a �001�
LaAlO3 substrate by a single-target pulsed laser deposition
�PLD� technique. Transmission electron microscopy �TEM�
has been used in conventional mode and high-resolution
mode �HRTEM� to investigate the microstructural defects in
the epitaxial film. Apart from dislocations and SFs, two dif-
ferent kinds of antiphase boundaries �APBs� have been ob-
served. The possible formation mechanism for two different
kinds of APBs is discussed.

A 1-�m-thick film of Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 was epitaxially
grown on a �001� LaAlO3 substrate using a single-target PLD
technique. Targets for the PLD system were made from ce-
ramic powder prepared using a mixed oxide route.12 The
substrate temperature was kept at 650 °C during the deposi-
tion. The film thickness was controlled by the number of
pulses shot on the targets. Once the ablation was over, the
samples were annealed for 1 h in an oxygen rich environ-
ment �760 Torr� in order to reduce the oxygen vacancies, and

then slowly cooled down to room temperature at a rate of
10 °C /min. The specimens for TEM examination were pre-
pared in a cross-sectional orientation ��010� zone-axis for the
LaAlO3 substrate� using conventional techniques of me-
chanical polishing and ion thinning. The ion thinning was
performed using a Gatan Model 691 Precision Ion Polishing
System. The bright-field �BF� imaging, selected-area electron
diffraction �SAED� and HRTEM examinations were carried
out using a JEOL JEM 2100F transmission electron micro-
scope operating at 200 kV.

Figure 1�a� is a typical BF TEM image of a cross-
sectional Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 /LaAlO3 sample. The inset in Fig.
1�a� is a typical SAED pattern taken from the epitaxial film

a�Author to whom correspondence should be addressed. Electronic mail:
yqwang@qdu.edu.cn.

FIG. 1. �a� Cross-sectional BF TEM image of Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 /LaAlO3.
Inset shows �010� zone-axis SAED pattern taken from the film; �b� a typical
HRTEM image of the interface region between Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 and
LaAlO3, showing two misfit dislocations indicated by D1 and D2; �c� Bur-
gers circuit for D1; �d� Burgers circuit for D2.
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region, which corresponds to a �010� zone-axis diffraction
pattern of Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film. The BF image was taken
under a two-beam condition with g=002. It can be seen from
Fig. 1�a� that there are many dislocations in the epitaxial
film. Extensive tilting experiments indicated that most of the
misfit or threading dislocations starting from the interface
region are pure-edge types with Burgers vectors of �100� or
�101�, and they tend to dissociate into two partials with
Burgers vectors of type 1 /2�101�, bound by a strip of SFs.
One example is shown in Fig. 1�b�, which was taken near
the Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 /LaAlO3 interface region. It can be
seen that misfit dislocations are not exactly located at
the Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 /LaAlO3 interface but inside the
Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film a few monolayers away from the inter-
face. Careful examination of Fig. 1�b� demonstrates that

there are two extra half planes along the �101̄� direction,
indicating that they belong to pure-edge type dislocations.
The extra half planes are indicated by dashed lines for D1
and D2 in Fig. 1�b�. To determine the Burgers vectors for D1
and D2, Burgers circuits are drawn to enclose the disloca-
tions in the enlarged HRTEM images of rectangle regions in
Fig. 1�b�. It can be clearly seen from Figs. 1�c� and 1�d� that
there is a gap between the starting and ending point in each
Burgers circuit, which is indicated by an arrow, respectively.
The Burgers vectors for dislocations D1 and D2 are both

determined to be 1 /2�101̄�.
Careful examination of Fig. 1�a� demonstrates that there

are a lot of lighter lines in the top layer region. It can also be
seen that some lighter lines even run up through the whole
thickness of the epitaxial film. In addition, the contrast of the
lines is completely different from that of misfit or threading
dislocations. In order to clarify the nature of these lighter
lines, extensive HRTEM examinations were carried out. HR-
TEM examinations showed that most of the lighter lines are
originated from APBs, which is consistent with the previous
report.13 In addition, two kinds of morphologies, one being
straight, and the other being zig-zagged, have been observed
for these APBs. More zig-zagged APBs are found in the
Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 epitaxial film.

Figure 2�a� shows an example of straight APBs in the
epitaxial Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film. The three domains are indi-
cated by A, B, and C, and the width of domain B is about 10
nm. The three white lines, which connect the brighter dots of
�Ba, Sr� atoms, are on the same level for domains A and C,
while the three lines of domain B show an evident shift in
�1 / 2�c along the �001� direction. Two APBs are found, which
are indicated by two arrows labeled with APB I and APB II
in Fig. 2�a�, respectively. The origin of the APBs can be
attributed to the terrace or step on the surfaces of LaAlO3
substrate. The schematic atomic structure for the straight
APBs is shown in Fig. 2�b�. Figure 2�c� shows the simulated
HRTEM image for the straight APB, which matches the ex-
perimental image very well. The surface structure of �001�
LaAlO3 substrate can be regarded to consist of steps and
terraces. The growth of epitaxial film can be considered to
follow a two-dimensional layer-by-layer mode, and that is to
say, the �Ba, Sr�O and TiO2 layers are grown alternatively.
When the terrace or step is equal to �1 /2�c of LaAlO3 sub-
strate, Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 domains, like domain B, grown on
the terrace will be displaced by �1 /2�c along the growth
direction, compared with those neighboring grains grown on
the normal surfaces, such as domains A and C. Consequently,

a straight APB, which is parallel to the growth direction, will
be formed. The formation of APB due to the presence of
atomic steps has been found in Fe3O4 epitaxial films.14–16 In
addition, similar defects have also been observed in the
structurally-related Ruddlesden–Popper phases17 and non-
stoichiometric SrTiO3 thin film.18 Figure 2�d� shows an ex-
ample of zig-zagged APBs in the epitaxial film. There are
three domains, and the width of domain B is around 8 nm. It
can be seen clearly that the three white lines, which connect
the brighter dots of �Ba, Sr� atoms in domains A, C, and B,
are not on the same level. In addition, the APB is not straight
but zig-zagged, which is illustrated by the dashed lines in
Fig. 2�d�. Most of the zig-zagged boundaries are tilted
around 45° from the �001� direction. As mentioned above,
the APB is caused by the terraces or steps on the surface of
LaAlO3 substrate. It should be noted that the islands grow in
both vertical and lateral dimensions and coalesce to form a
continuous Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film consequently. The initial is-
land shape and the lateral growth rate determine whether the
domain is straight or zig-zagged. When the lateral growth
rate is not the same for two neighboring islands, irregular
boundaries will form after the coalescence of two islands. A
change in the boundaries orientation only requires low en-
ergy. That is why more zig-zagged APBs were observed. The
shift vector of the APB is 1 /2�001�, which is around 1.9 Å.

Figure 3�a� shows an example of more complex APBs in
the epitaxial film. The boundary between domains A and B is
indicated by two white arrows in Fig. 3�a�. It can be seen that
the atomic layers of �Ba, Sr�O in the two domains show a
displacement of �1 /2�c along the �001� direction. In order to
demonstrate the displacement more clearly, an enlarged HR-
TEM image of the rectangle region in Fig. 3�a� is shown in
Fig. 3�b�. The APB is illustrated by the dashed lines, and the

FIG. 2. �a� An example of straight APB; �b� schematic atomic structure for
the straight APB; �c� simulated HRTEM image for the straight APB; �d� an
example of zig-zagged APB.
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three white lines in the two domains clearly demonstrate a
displacement of 1 /2�001�. The schematic atomic structure
for the zig-zagged APB is shown in Fig. 3�c�. Figure 3�d�
shows the simulated HRTEM image for the zig-zagged APB,
which is in good agreement with the experimental images.
Careful examination of Figs. 3�a� and 3�b� shows that �101�
fringes in domain A are shifted 1 /4�101�, and the �101̄�
fringes in domain B are shifted 1 /4�1̄01�. Thus the total

displacement is 1 /4�101�+1 /4�1̄01�=1 /2�001�. The forma-
tion mechanism of the complex zig-zagged APB is different
from those shown in Fig. 2. There are many nucleation sites
of Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 located at different positions on the
LaAlO3 surface. If the nucleation site is just on the terrace,
and two neighboring grains grow vertically simultaneously, a
straight APB in Fig. 2 will form consequently. However, if
the nucleation site is not just on the terrace but a little far
away from the terrace, when the two islands grow laterally
and consequently coalesce together, a complex zig-zagged
APB in Fig. 3 will be produced. This is energetically favor-
able because nuclei prefer to form on the terraces or steps on
the substrate surfaces.

APBs are usually formed during the disorder-order phase
transformation. The LaAlO3 substrate was kept at 923 K dur-
ing the deposition process, and then cooled down to room
temperature. If LaAlO3 substrate is disordered at 923 K, then

APB could form in the substrate during the cooling process.
But if it is still ordered at 923 K, then APB could not be
produced in the substrate during the cooling process. For the
straight APB, it has been reported in the BaTiO3 epitaxial
film grown on SrRuO3 /SrTiO3.13 It was thought that these
APBs act as a complementary mechanism to release local
strains. However, for the zig-zagged APB, it has never been
observed in BSTO /LaAlO3 system before. The formation of
the straight or zig-zagged APBs depends on the position of
the nucleation sites on the substrate surface.

In conclusion, two kinds of APBs, one being straight and
the other being zig-zagged in morphology, have been ob-
served in Ba0.75Sr0.25TiO3 film. The formation of the APBs is
caused by two different mechanisms. If the nucleation site is
just on the terrace, and two neighboring grains grow verti-
cally simultaneously, a straight APB will be formed. How-
ever, if the nucleation site is not just on the terrace but a little
far away from the terrace, when the two islands grow later-
ally and coalesce, a zig-zagged APB will be produced.
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